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Office Hours:

•

5-6 M, W & by
appointment

course description

In this seminar. we will study the concept of historicism in literary
studies. Like many interpretive concepts in literary theory and
cultural studies. historicism is not a neutral term; it's fraught with
complexities of ambiguity, disciplinary overlap, and ideology. But
perhaps these complexities-often obscure and clumsy-are as it
should be, for historicism is ultimately the means by which we
attempt to construct ourselves as historical beings.
We will proceed along two tracks of study. One track will be to
become familiar with some of the central documents (and
practitioners) in the rise of historicism, tracing the rise , fall. and rise
again of historical matters. The second track will be to read
literary works that either figure prominently in the debate over
history or offer us an opportunity to practice or challenge
historicist readings.
This seminar assumes that students are the beginning stages of
entering the professional conversation in the field of English
studies and therefore may have little background in theory.
Accordingly, our discussions will be geared toward understanding
historicism in a practical way-less about historicist theory for its
own sake and more about how such study can help you enter
professional conversations or even re-think your approach to your
current seminar papers. In this way, we ' ll be discussing such
questions as how can historicism change the way you approach
a literary work or set up a research project? What kind of
historical questions are involved in feminist/gender studies or postcolonial theories? Is historicism at work in rhetorical or writing
studies?
We will also make use of available databases (and other research
tools) , such as American Periodical Series, British Periodicals, and
Early English Books Online, to sharpen your research skills and
better equip you to enter professional discourse .

•

course format

Although historicism (and theory in general) may be new for most
members of the course, we will proceed in true seminar format,
which means that all course members need to contribute to class
discussion and should take responsibility for raising topics and
focusinq conversation on related ideas.
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course schedule
une 13

Course Introduction

une 15

William Wordsworth, "Composed Upon Westminster Bridge"
William Blake, " London"
Rivkin & Ryan, Literary Theory (LT):
" Formalisms" (3-6 ); C. Brooks, "The Formalist Critics" (22-27) and "The
Language of Paradox" (28-30);"1ntroduction:Writing the Past" (505-07);
E. P.Thompson, "Writing Against the Beast" (533-45)

une 20

Stoppard, Arcadia

Reports: Presentism & Whig History;
James Loewen, Lies My Teacher . . .

LT: F. Nietzsche, "On Truth and Lying in an Extra-moral Sense" (262-65) and
excerpt from On the Use and Abuse of History for Life (e-text)
http~cords~ca/-johnstoi/nie~e/history.htm (through Part I)
une 22

Stoppard, Arcadia

Reports: M. Foucault
Hayden White's Metahistory

Linda Hutcheon, "Historiographic metafiction:'the pastime of
-+ past time"' (excerpt from A Poetics of Postmodernism 1988) (e-text)
une 27

I Jane Austen, Persuasion

Reports: Literary/Historical Forgers

LT: Karl Marx, "The German Ideology" (653-58)
Louis Althusser, "Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses" (693-702)
une 29

Jane Austen, Persuasion

Report Deep History

William Galperin, "Describing What Never Happened: JA and the History of
Missed Opportunities," ELH 73 (2006). (e-text)
Anne Frey, "A Nation without Nationalism: The Reorganization of Feeling
in Austen's Persuasion," NOVEL: A Forum on Fiction 38 (2005) (e-text)
uly 4

** No Class **

uly 6

Bram Stoker, Dracula

uly 8

Short Paper Due (by 3:00 p.m.)

uly 11

Bram Stoker, Dracula

Reports:

Report: Higher Criticism (historical critical
method)
History & Postcolonialism

uly 13

William Gibson, Pattern

Reports: Eric Kandel, In Search of Memory

Recognition
uly 18

!William Gibson, Pattern Recognition

uly 20

Final Paper Presentations

uly 25

Final Paper Presentations

uly 27

Final Paper Presentations

TBA
Final Exam - Take-Horne (due by 3:00 p.rn.)

